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showed fight, the rest fled. Finally Seydlitz fell
upon their rear and the butchery was checked only
by darkness. At the cost of about five hundred
men Frederick destroyed an army of nearly fifty
thousand and made himself the hero of the Teutonic
race. He jeered at the vanquished enemy in blas-
phemous French verses and set to work to reap the
fruits of victory.

Everywhere save in Silesia the aspect of affairs
was changing in his favour. A report that Elizabeth
was dying caused the Russians to withdraw from
Ost-Preussen just when their victory had placed it
at their mercy. Lehwaldt was therefore set free
to undertake the defence of Pomerania against the
Swedes. England, inspired by Pitt, was proving her-
self a worthy ally against France. A new army
was formed for the defence of Hanover. The com-
mand was offered to Prince Ferdinand, and British
soldiers were to serve under him. For the present
year at least, the North and West might be ac-
counted safe. But from the Eastern theatre of war
the news was bad. Prince Charles had followed
Severn into Silesia and now stood between him and
Schweidnitz. Not a moment was to be lost if the
King would save this important fortress.

Once more, however, Prussian speed was equal to
all demands. Two days after Rossbach Frederick
was already on his way. " I will leave you as strong
a corps as I can on this side/' he writes to Keith,
" and march unceasingly for Silesia. A toilsome year
for me! " In good heart after Rossbach, he strongly
approved of Severn's resolve to attack the Austrians.